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In the last several months, New York City has undergone a major transportation change in which Citi Bike has released armadas of specially designed bicycles into the public, providing an additional travel option. This new change for our city is not new concept and has been integrated in many other urban city communities throughout a plethora of different countries. However, many still question its ability to reach successful numbers and potential to lessen the amount of motor vehicles seen in our car lanes. 

In 2012 alone, bike lanes have doubled in number primarily because of the Green Lane Project. The program they released aims to increase the number of the distinct solid two narrow white paint lines, incorporating a physical separation between cyclist and moving vehicles. “Increasingly, U.S cities want to make riding a bike a practical and comfortable way to get around for short trips…” and its practicality in turn better protects riders and makes it appealing for commuters venture on (Green Bike Lanes Double in 2012, 14). The idea of physically changing the way our roads work essentially reshapes the way commuter’s travel. Small urban neighborhoods across the city and Brooklyn struggle to keep traffic under control and having the idea of bike sharing popularizes a mode of transportation that is not only environmentally friendly, but also pocket friendly. “Bicycling is a healthy, environmentally friendly alternative to automobile use. Yet, in the is primarily considered a recreational pursuit rather than a means of utilitarian travel...”(Evaluating the Safety Effects of Bicycle Lanes in New York City, 1120).

Having urban communities like Manhattan, Williamsburg or Brooklyn Heights adopt these changes can cause a significant change to the amount of cars and congestion 
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seen on roads. In a recent study in Washington District of Columbia, it unveiled that bicycling increased 200% on Pennsylvania Avenue after Green lanes were laid out. Numbers since then have only been on the rise, and the Green Lane Project expects the number of bike lanes to double every year (Green Bike Lanes Double in 2012, 14). If patterns follow, integrating more bike lanes in New York should produce the same results.
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(Green Bike Lanes Double in 2012).

Many pessimists for this new bike travel phenomenon argue that the new influx of riders throughout the city only causes more accidents, especially when cyclists ignore the traffic rules. Therefore, the need to promote the increase of bike lanes throughout the city is a must as bicycles become increasingly more popular. Integrating physical activity into daily routines such as bicycling to the work place inevitably leads to maintained physical activity and the health and environmental advantages are indisputable and clear. Despite all the significant advantages bikes have brought, bicyclists are still vulnerable to opposing vehicular movements and can discourage people from cycling. (Evaluating the Safety Effects of Bicycle Lanes in New York City, 1122).
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Areas in New York are integrated more then ever through the binding and sharing of cultures. Having a way for people to experience their neighborhoods in a different light allows them to have a sense of community. Rather then aimlessly driving around in a metal box, New Yorkers have the ability to slow down and accustom themselves to the playground they call home. Small neighborhood businesses also benefit from bike and bike lanes because it makes it easier consumers to window shop. Trying to find a parking space in chaos of automobiles no longer becomes headache for cyclist as docking stations become more prevalent throughout the city. Property owners, civil associations as well as other community groups are encouraged to suggest bike-parking locations to help aid bike-traffic areas.  Some consider these new bike parking or “CityRacks” as a work of art, making it a no brainer to integrate onto the streets (Green Bike Lanes Double in 2012). 
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(Green Bike Lanes Double in 2012, 14)


The positive results of the bike share program along with the increase of bike lanes has exponentially created less traffic, decreased the amount of carbon monoxide 
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semitted by motor vehicles, increased physical activity and most importantly created a better environment for commuters to interact with their neighborhoods. As our city continues to redesign and learn how to share public space, the integration between man, machine and environment becomes more and more seamless. 
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